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Red Guards while so kneeling. In confirmation it was stated that
when the Whites entered the town they found a line of blood splashes
on the cellar wall about the height of kneeling people and were
shown in a wood the place where the bodies were burnt, and there
they had picked up clothing and relics known to belong to the
children.
Against this was the fact that neither the Russian nor the British
officers could find any eyewitness or glean any information. On the
whole, Youssoupoff thought then that the Czar and the Czarevitch
must be dead, but that possibly the Czarina and her daughters were
alive either in some remote monastery or in Germany. He was con-
vinced that the Bolshevist rising was controlled by the Germans, and
related how one afternoon at the Grand Duke Michael's house in
the Crimea, where the Court then was, he went out walking and met
a German general coming back from the Palace almost inarticulate
with rage. He spluttered out that he had been sent by the Kaiser
with a message to the Grand Duke; that he could make nobody hear,
and when at last a dilatory servant had taken in his name, one of the
Montenegrin princesses sent out word that he could not be admitted.
These princesses were known to be violently anti-German. Yous-
soupoff thought that from that time the Kaiser ceased to interest
himself in the safety of the Imperial family.
At the beginning of December in 1919, Williams, of the American
embassy, called on me and handed me a note approved by the ambas-
sador, setting forth the American attitude towards Bolsheviks. They
were satisfied, he said, that the Bolsheviks were really alarmed by the
wholesale secession of the workmen as well as the peasants and must
come to an understanding with the Allies. Under no circumstances
would the American Government consent to treat with them, even
though they took in representatives of other parties. All this fitted
in with Litvinoff's urgency in pressing for a conference on prisoners
of war in Denmark. He used the safe conduct we got him from the
Esthonians to loiter in Reval and make peace with them. Later on
he threatened that if England did not agree to Bolshevist represen-
tatives in London and Paris, the Bolsheviks would not give up their
prisoners.
A well-known newspaper man from America called on me to
discuss how he could help and to offer at any time to send a message